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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 9:06 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment 

From: Shannon Thomas [mailto:mtshan73198@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 6:10 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Public Comment on Judicial Nominee 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Shannon Thomas.   I am a science teacher in Helena, Montana.   This email is written as public 
comment in support of the appointment of James Jeremiah Shea for the position of Supreme Court justice. 

I have had the privilege of knowing Jim Shea for over twenty-five years, both as a friend, and as a stellar lawyer 
and judge.      Jim brings the right mix of humility, diligence, and intelligence to his proceedings in the 
court.    He has been a fierce advocate for clients in public and private practice.     In turn, he has been that 
perfect "fair and balanced" judge, so often described as necessary for our judicial system.     

Jim Shea is described as a "relentless seeker of fact".      As a science teacher, I truly appreciate this approach 
and seek to have it modeled in all areas of life for my students.    Jim seeks to have the judiciary keep its correct 
place in our three-tiered government system.     The judiciary should be non-political; open to new arguments, 
but driven by historical precedents.     Jim is not the dreaded activist judge.      He has had 90% of his cases 
upheld by the current Supreme Court, unanimously.    This can only be done if the law is applied fairly and 
accurately.    The fact that Jim has also been confirmed by the Montana Senate twice for his Workman's 
Compensation judgeship, with no controversy, shows how respected he is in his work. 

Jim is also a dedicated family man with a strong sense of community.    Both his daughters are stellar students 
at the University of Montana and Helena High.    His wife is a well-known family counselor in the city.     Jim 
volunteers in his church, on the board for the local community theater, and gives his time for aiding the local 
education foundation.

I hope it is obvious that I hold Jim Shea in the highest of regards.    I would be proud to see his appointment to 
the Supreme Court.    He brings an experience level that few of the other candidates can rival as well as the right 
temperament for the appointment.      

Sincerely,
Shannon Thomas, M.Ed. 
Eighth Grade Science 
C.R. Anderson Middle School 
Helena, Montana 59601 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 3:31 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Superme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: R.D. Corette [mailto:RCorette@cpklawmt.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 2:59 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Jim Shea-Supreme Court Appointment 

Dear Members of the Commission,  I am writing to you in support of Jim Shea for 
appointment to the Montana Supreme Court.  Jim worked for our firm(Corette Pohlman & 
Kebe-Butte) when he was in Law School.  I was very impressed with Jim at that time and 
I have followed his career to the present.  Jim is a man of integrity and has a great 
judicial temperament.  I know from discussions with a variety of lawyers that Jim has a 
reputation of fairness and treating lawyers and clients with respect and bases his 
decisions on the law and the facts.  Jim has a wealth of experience and will make an 
excellent Supreme Court Justice. Thank you for considering my recommendation of Jim 
Shea.   R.D. Corette (retired attorney)  



Lisa Cordingley (406) 449-8168 | 428 S Cooke Street | Helena, MT 59601 | cord@mt.net

February 19, 2014 

Via Email-lmenzies@mt.gov 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies
Post Office Box 203005 
Helena MT   59620 
 
RE: Nomination of Judge James Shea for Montana Supreme Court Vacancy 
 
Dear Members of the Commission; 
 
I strongly support the appointment of James Shea to the vacancy on the Montana 
Supreme Court. I have known Judge Shea for eight years and in that time have come to 
know him well and respect him very much. His intellect is keen, his breadth of 
knowledge impressive and his commitment to service deep. I cannot think of a better 
combination of qualities for a Supreme Court justice.  

I care very much about my community and the future of Montana. I want my children to 
be able to raise their own families in the kind of environment in which they grew up—
enjoying the outdoors and reveling in the quality of life that my family has cherished for 
4 generations. 

My relationship with Jim Shea is personal and not professional. I am confident that each 
applicant for this seat on the Court has a combination of education and professional 
qualifications that are suitable for the position, but we expect Supreme Court Justices to 
meet our highest standards. Jim Shea’s combination of character and intelligence suit 
him perfectly to meet those standards and to serve Montanans well as a member of our 
highest court. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Lisa Cordingley 

 



1

Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 3:41 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Harper, Nancy [mailto:NHarper@carroll.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 3:26 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Jim Shea for Judge 

To Whom it may concern This is to advocate for Jim Shea for the judgeship position. Jim has the experience, the
training, the compassion, the invaluable sense of humor, and most of all, a bone deep sense of fairness in all he
undertakes. I have known him as a fellow parent, as a thespian, as a lawyer, and as a friend. If I was in the position of
plaintiff or victim I would truly want Jim Shea to be the judicial force on the bench. His qualifications absolutely speak
for themselves. Sincerely, Nancy Harper and Michael McNeilly Carroll College, Helena, MT.
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2014 2:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Rick Pyfer [mailto:rpyfer@doubekpyfer.com]
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 3:58 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Nomination of Judge James Shea to Montana Supreme Court Vacancy 

Dear Ms. Menzies:    I am honored to comment on behalf of the honorable Judge James J. Shea as a nominee for the 
open Supreme Court Justice position.   I have known and practiced before Judge Shea since his appointment to the 
judgeship as Montana's only Worker's Compensation Court Judge.    Judge Shea is always well prepared for hearings 
and trials and his written opinions are scholarly and follow precedent.  He fairly applies the law to both sides and makes 
decisions based on the law and the facts presented. 
               Judge Shea's questions of counsel are appropriate and indicate he understands the subject matter of the cases 
he is deciding.  He has a balanced approach to decisionmaking and answers to no political allegiances or pressures.   He 
is an objective legal analyst and has been an excellent caretaker of the Montana Work Comp system of laws during his 
tenure as judge.  Judge Shea has raised a family in Montana and understands Montana values.  His character and 
integrity are impeccable.  His work ethic is exemplary.   He would be an outstanding supreme court justice if nominated.  
                  I  appreciate your service and work on this extremely important nominating committee.  I urge you to pass on 
the name of Judge James Shea to the Governor for his consideration as Montana's next justice.  Thank 
you.                                                                                             Sincerely, Rick Pyfer
Rick Pyfer 
307 N. Jackson 
Helena, MT 59601 
406-442-7830 
rpyfer@doubekpyfer.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 8:07 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Denis Keast [mailto:denis@thecatalystcafe.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 02, 2014 1:39 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Public Comment on Judicial Nominee 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Denis Keast.  I am a business owner in Missoula, Montana, and a very proud third generation 
Montanan.  I write today to show my strong support for the appointment of James Jeremiah Shea for the 
position of Supreme Court Justice.   

I have known Mr. Shea for over twenty five years.  I know him as a friend and have unlimited respect for him 
as a family man.  I believe his intelligence, honesty, strong work ethic, strength of character and remarkable 
empathy can easily be traced by a quick review of his resume.  From being raised by a mother who devoted her 
life to work with the Anti Poverty Council in Butte (undoubtedly showing Jim the inherent value and equality of
all human life) ; to his many years on the Worker's Compensation Court (reinforcing his understanding 
and beliefs in the rights of the working man); to his personal life as a recovering alcoholic and father of two 
young women (two of the biggest challenges for any man) - Mr. Shea has developed a well rounded sense of 
who he is what he stands for and what is right.

His record as an attorney and as a judge speaks for itself.  His record as a man is easily evident in the way his 
lives his life.  His dedication to and knowledge of Montana is beyond reproach.
A family man, a man of faith, a man of the law, a man of Montana - It is my belief the Montana Supreme Court 
would benefit immensely with the addition of Jim Shea.   

As a proud Montanan, as a restaurant owner with 22 young employees who depend on me and depend on a 
strong and fair Montana to survive, and as a friend I offer my support to  
Mr. James Jeremiah Shea for the position on the Montana Supreme Court.   

Thank you for your time.   

Sincerely,
Denis Patrick Keast 
Owner - The Catalyst 
Missoula, MT 



























 

March 9, 2014 

 

Members of the Judicial Nominating Commission: 

We write to you today in support of Jim Shea as one of your selected nominees to fill the open seat on 
the Montana Supreme Court.  We have known Jim for many years as a friend and a well-respected 
member of our community.  Jim would be a fine addition to the court. 

Jim’s record in private practice and as a Worker Compensation Judge speaks for itself.  Jim has shown 
himself to be a fair, impartial and compassionate lawyer and judge.  I am sure that the theme of the 
public comment that you will receive in regard to Jim will include things like, hardworking, diligent, 
prepared and levelheaded. He easily lives up to these descriptors and will carry this same kind 
commitment to the Supreme Court. 

Something significant that stands out about Jim is his commitment to family and service.  He dedicates 
his free time fully to support of his children and the community.  Whether it is acting in local play with is 
daughters or volunteering to serve on local nonprofit boards, Jim’s generosity and talents make a real 
and lasting difference.   

As a Supreme Court Justice, Jim will come full of energy, ready to work, experienced and with the right 
temperament for the job.  We are happy to recommend your selection of Jim Shea as a Montana 
Supreme Court Justice nominee. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pam and Andy Hunthausen 

5775 Timber Trail Dr. 

Helena, MT 59602 

406-461-2922 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 4:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Tyson O'Connell [mailto:tyson.oconnell@wishrockgroup.com]
Sent: Friday, March 07, 2014 3:36 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: [Judicial Nomination Commission]: Letter of Support for Judge Jim Shea 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
lmenzies@mt.gov

Dear Commission,  

I’m writing this letter in support of Judge Jim Shea as the next appointee to the Montana Supreme Court.  Judge Shea has 
a distinguished legal career that includes experience as a federal law clerk, practicing attorney, and Montana Workers’ 
Compensation Judge.  This is all valuable experience for an appellate judge on the Montana Supreme Court.  For the last 
nine years, Judge Shea has served as a Montana Workers’ Compensation Judge, where he’s achieved the reputation as 
a fair judge.  While this is often the goal for a judge, it’s not always easy to be “fair.”  If he’s appointed to the Montana 
Supreme Court, Judge Shea will undoubtedly be faced with controversial issues that require him to take a legal position 
that may be unpopular with the public or contrary to his own beliefs, and I believe that Judge Shea will strive to issue fair 
legal opinions in these situations.     

While I never had the opportunity to practice in Judge Shea’s Court, I’ve spent time with him socially, and whether it’s 
been hunting or just talking over coffee, it’s been a pleasure to get to know him and I feel fortunate to call him a 
friend.  Judge Shea is a good person with, judicial experience, strong values, intelligence, and a reputation for 
fairness.  He is exactly the type of person we want on the Montana Supreme Court.     

Thank you for considering my comment.

Best,

Tyson Radley O’Connell
Please note my new email address and update your contacts

WISHROCK Housing Partners & Investment Group
131 South Higgins Ave. – Suite P1 | Missoula, MT 59802
Office: (406) 728 3040; Ext. 106 Fax: (406) 552 4413 Cell: (406) 531 4745
Conference: 800 204 5502; participant 893464; moderator 935254
Email: tyson.oconnell@wishrockgroup.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 4:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Tom [mailto:tc@mt.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 06, 2014 11:23 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: James Shea Recommendation 

TKC_____________________________________ 

428 South Cooke 
Helena MT 59601 

 
March 5, 2014

I first met James Shea shortly after his family moved to Helena subsequent to his appointment by then
Governor Brian Schweitzer as judge of the State Workers’ Compensation Court. At the time I was Managing
Director of Grandstreet Theatre, Helena’s community theatre. Judge Shea’s daughters had enrolled in our
program and he was more than willing to join them on stage to help ease their transition into a new
community. His commitment to his family was the first thing I knew about Jim Shea.Since then our
relationship has expanded; I have come to know him as a keenly intelligent, generous hearted and deeply
committed member of the Helena community.

If I were to be asked to define essential characteristics of a Supreme Court justice, I may choose exactly those
traits. Intelligence is key. I value the Montana Constitution; I want it interpreted clearly and applied fairly. A
generous heart carries with it empathy and concern for those whose life experiences are different from one’s
own; I think that matters. His commitment to his community indicates a larger commitment—the careful
stewardship of our quality of life as Montanans.

Judge Shea is the ideal appointee to the Supreme Court because he has these qualities and more. I urge you to
forward his name to Governor Bullock for consideration for the vacancy on the Supreme Court.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Thomas Cordingley
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:26 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Joe Perry [mailto:circles@3rivers.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 1:15 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject:

Dear Ms. Menzies, 

Deb and I would like to add our voices to comments on Supreme Court nominees.  We feel the following three 
best represent the values we share:   

Elizabeth Ann Brennan, Amy Poehling Eddy, and James Jeremiah Shea

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Joe and Debby Perry 
4125 Circle S Road 
Brady, Montana 59416 



March 13, 2014

By Email Only:
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
lmenzies@mt.gov

Re: Montana Supreme Court Vacancy - Applicant James
Jeremiah Shea

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members:

Please accept this letter as my strong recommendation for the submission of
Jim Shea’s name to Governor Bullock for appointment to the Montana
Supreme Court.

In order to explain my recommendation, please allow me to introduce
myself.  I was appointed by the Montana Supreme Court as the first
Disciplinary Counsel for the State of Montana’s Office of Disciplinary Counsel
and served in that capacity for more than three years.  I am a frequent
continuing legal education speaker and have written several articles on
ethics and professional responsibility topics.  Since 2007, I have served on
the State Bar of Montana Ethics Committee and the Judicial Relations
Committee.  I have also been an adjunct professor at the University of
Montana School of Law where I have taught professional responsibility.  I
have worked as a trial lawyer for the past 23 years.

With my background on legal ethics and my experience as a trial lawyer, I
believe that the most important qualification for a judge is integrity.  I have
known Jim both professionally and personally for most of my career.  He is a
man of impeccable integrity, ethics, and high moral character.

The Commission no doubt has many candidates who are well-qualified to
analyze and decide cases and to write cogent opinions explaining their



Judicial Nomination Commission
March 13, 2014
Page 2

rationale.  And Jim is definitely one of them.  Where he rises to the top is on
the ethics scale.  To achieve his current position, Jim has twice been
appointed by the Governor and both times been confirmed by Senate.

Please give serious consideration to Jim’s application.  I believe he has
earned a recommendation by your Commission to Governor Bullock for
appointment to the Court.

Sincerely,

Timothy B. Strauch





John J. Russell 
Michael P. Heringer 

Guy W. Rogers 
Scott G. Gratton 

Kelly J.C. Gallinger 
Matthew I. Tourtlotte 
Jeffrey T. McAllister 

Jon A. Wilson 
Seth M. Cunningham 

Shane A. MacIntyre 
Thomas R. Martin 

Andrew J. Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retired   
Rockwood Brown 
John Walker Ross 

Margy Bonner 
 
 

 
315 N. 24th Street | PO Drawer 849 | Billings, Montana 59103-0849
Phone: 406.248.2611 | Fax: 406.248.3128

Scott G. Gratton
sg4413@aol.com

Missoula Office 406.830-3744

March 14, 2014

Judicial Nomination Commission lmenzies@mt.gov
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Jim Shea Nomination

I write this letter to express support for Mr. Shea being a Montana Supreme 
Court candidate. Although I do not do any Worker’s Compensation work, I did deal 
with Mr. Shea in his civil practice before going on the WC bench and I feel that he is an 
excellent candidate for the Montana Supreme Court. 

I have known Mr. Shea for well over 20 years and feel that he has always 
exemplified the highest moral and ethical character and would be great as a judge on the 
Montana Supreme Court. 

I would strongly encourage the Nomination Commission to appoint Mr. Shea as 
the next Montana Supreme Court Justice as I believe he is eminently qualified and 
professional and possesses the appropriate demeanor to be judicial, objective and 
exercise the necessary academic background to serve our State well.   

Although I am sending this letter by regular mail, I am also sending 
electronically so that my opinion and support of and for Mr. Shea can be considered. 

Sincerely,

SCOTT G. GRATTON























Tim C. Warner Jr. 
    

   PO Box 3, Helena, MT 59624     406.461.4618     plazby@gmail.com 
 

March 13, 2014 

 

Judicial Nominations Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nominations Commission of the State of Montana,  
 
Please submit Judge Jim Shea’s name to the Governor of Montana, so the Governor may consider Judge 
Shea for appointment to the Supreme Court of the State of Montana.   
 
As Judge Shea’s application indicates, his experience and knowledge of the law shines brightly, as one 
considers the many other applicants.   Two terms on the Montana Workers Comp Court and years of 
diverse experience in the private sector have earned Judge Shea a sophisticated understanding of our 
Constitution and the laws of the State of Montana.  His temperament and strong work ethic give me 
great confidence that he will serve honorably, fairly and humbly on the Supreme Court of Montana.   
 
Personally, I have confidence in Judge Shea because he is an individual of high moral values and 
integrity.  His heritage and experience growing up in Butte and earning degrees of higher education 
from Montana’s University System, give me confidence that he understands both the law and the 
people his judgments impact.  As a hunter, a marathoner and an outdoor enthusiast, I believe Judge 
Shea respects the land, water and air upon which we all rely for a healthy lifestyle, our businesses and 
our fulfillment.   
 
I have great confidence in Judge Shea and encourage you to put forth his name to the Governor of 
Montana for consideration for appointment to the Supreme Court of the State of Montana.   
 
Thank you for your service and for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Tim Warner 



 
GREGORY C. BLACK 
ROBERT M. CARLSON 
MARSHAL L. MICKELSON 
C. KATHLEEN McBRIDE 
MARIE KAGIE-SHUTEY 
ANNIE N. HARRIS 
ANGIE HASQUET 

 
 

LAW OFFICES

CORETTE BLACK CARLSON & 
MICKELSON, P.C. 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Mayer Building 
129 West Park Street, Suite 301 

P.O. Box 509 
Butte, Montana 59703 

 
Telephone (406) 782-5800 

Fax (406) 723-8919 
email mmick@cpklawmt.com 

HOWARD A. JOHNSON (1893-1974) 
ROBERT D. CORETTE (1911-1989) 

KENDRICK SMITH (1905-1989) 
 
 
 

Of Counsel:   
WILLIAM M. KEBE, JR. 

 
Retired: 

R.D. CORETTE 
 

March 13, 2014

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Letter of recommendation for James Jeremiah Shea for Supreme Court 
Justice

Dear Ms. Menzies:

I am writing this letter of recommendation to the Judicial Nomination Commission 
for James Jeremiah Shea for Supreme Court Justice.  

I first met Jim when he applied for a summer internship with our firm while Jim 
was in law school.  Jim came to work for us for two summers.  I was impressed 
immediately with Jim’s intellect, professionalism and his sense of humor and saw his 
growth over those two short summers in his knowledge and respect for the law and for 
our profession.  I knew after those two summers that Jim would go on to accomplish 
much in his career as a lawyer and Jim has not disappointed me.

My practice is generally defense of civil cases and I have not done much work in 
the worker’s compensation arena.  However, through a twist of circumstances, I did find
myself in front of Judge Shea, my former summer intern, on one occasion where we 
tried a case in the Worker’s Compensation Court.  I was again impressed with Jim’s
professionalism and judicial demeanor.  He treated all, attorneys, clients, witnesses and 
staff with grace and dignity. Jim has a reputation, in my experience, of fairly hearing the 
case and applying the law without any agenda or bias.  In the end, that is all we can ask 
of the Judges that will be deciding our cases whether at the trial level or on appeal.  

Given what I know about Jim, his very keen mind, his compassion, his work 
ethic, his professionalism, and especially his good nature and sense of humor, I know 
Jim will make an extremely fine Supreme Court Justice.  I wholeheartedly recommend



Judicial Nomination Commission
March 13, 2014
Page 2

that the Commission place Jim on the list of candidates to recommend to Governor
Bullock for appointment.  

Yours very truly,

CORETTE BLACK CARLSON & MICKELSON 

By
Marshal L. Mickelson
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2014 5:23 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Larry Jones [mailto:lwjones@willslawpc.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2014 10:53 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Hon. James Jeremiah Shea for Montana Supreme Court Vacancy 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission,

I am writing to you to recommend Judge Shea for the Supreme Court vacancy. I have been in practice in Montana since
1982 and for about the last 19 years I have practiced exclusively before the Montana Workers’ Compensation Court
representing workers compensation insurers. I was the second law clerk in the Workers’ Compensation Court (with the
Hon. Timothy Reardon presiding). I was also Judge Reardon’s Hearing Examiner and presided over hearings in the
Court. I have tried cases before three of the four judges to preside in that Court.

I have also represented clients in many Montana Supreme Court appeals, including oral arguments. My next oral
argument is on May 6, 2014, and is an appeal of a decision of Judge Shea involving a constitutional challenge to a statue
that the Supreme Court must be given the opportunity to review. Based on my experience in the Supreme Court I am
convinced that Judge Shea’s temperament and personality will be a good fit for the Court and those who appear before
it. He is very personable and does not fluster. He treats the attorneys and their clients in a way that sets a tone of
civility and respect that helps make the workers compensation bar very collegial. I have had many conversations with
Judge Shea about such topics as movies, hunting and other shared interests. He has a rich and varied life outside the
law which I believe is very important to have an informed perspective and balanced judgment.

When Judge Shea was first appointed as Judge of the Montana Workers’ Compensation Court he had to learn what I
believe is a very complicated area of the law and preside over a Court before which appeared very seasoned workers
compensation attorneys. He was quick to earn the trust and respect of those of us who appeared before him. He ran
the Court with an efficient and professional manner. After every case I have tried before Judge Shea I have left the
Court thinking he was knowledgeable about the case and that my client had been given a fair opportunity to present its
case. Workers’ compensation cases can involve complex medical issues with conflicting expert testimony that must be
sorted out and weighed to resolve the case. It is this experience that I believe will benefit our Supreme Court.

I make no comments about the other persons who have applied and by making this recommendation it should not be
inferred that I do not think they are qualified. But because of the nature of my practice it is Judge Shea with whom I
have had extensive professional experience and can recommend based on my personal knowledge. I ask that you
recommend Judge Shea to Governor Bullock to fill the vacancy.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment and thank you for your service on the Commission.

Larry W. Jones 
Attorney at Law 
2614 A Tanbark Way 
Missoula, MT  59808 
larryjones@bresnan.net
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2014 12:24 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

Original Message
From: Eileen Joyce [mailto:e.joyce@bresnan.net]
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2014 2:55 PM
To: Menzies, Lois
Subject:

March 14, 2014

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P. O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620 3005

RE: Letter of Recommendation for James “Jim" Shea

Dear Members of Judicial Nomination Commission:

My name is Eileen Joyce and I am currently the County Attorney for the City County of Butte Silver Bow, Montana. I am
writing in support of Jim Shea as an applicant for appointment to the Montana Supreme Court. Jim is known to me to
be an intelligent, personable and motivated individual with the necessary skills to fulfill this meaningful position.
Further, I believe his overall broad legal background, including practicing both criminal and civil law and acting as the
Worker’s Compensation judge, make him distinctively qualified to act as a Supreme Court justice.

I know that Jim has a reputation as being a thoughtful and fair jurist, who issues very well reasoned and well written
opinions. Additionally, he has received praise for his judicial temperament and the respect he shows litigants who
appear before him. Overall, I am confident that Jim would prove to be a reliable, impartial, hard working and extremely
competent judge. He is excited to take on this new challenge. I would therefore recommend him to you without
reservation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Eileen Joyce











LORI A. HARPER SUEK 
2601 Second Avenue North, Suite 3200  Billings, MT 59101  (406) 247-4645  lori.suek@usdoj.gov  

 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
  RE:  James Jeremiah Shea 
   

I am honored to write this letter in support of Jim Shea and his application to fill the current 
vacancy on the Montana Supreme Court.  I have known Jim for over 30 years.  Like Jim, I’ve spent 
my career in the courtroom and that experience, coupled with my knowledge of Jim, gives me a 
unique perspective that I would like to share with you. 

 
Jim’s desire to serve the people of Montana on the Supreme Court is not surprising to anyone 

who knows him.  Jim’s path of public service was chosen for him, you might say, because it was bred 
in the bone.  It came from his family and his roots in Butte.  Fortunately for the people of Montana, 
Jim followed that calling as the Workers Compensation Court judge.    

 
Over the last 19 years, I have appeared in front of many different judges at the trial and 

appellate court levels.  Providing litigants with a forum where they can try their lawsuits and obtain 
justice demands that a judge strike the balance between control and respect.  I imagine that those who 
appear in front of Jim experience a judge that is hardworking, respectful of precedent and litigants, 
and humble, qualities that achieve that balance and make him an exceptional candidate for the 
Supreme Court. 

 
Jim’s work is only a small part of what makes Jim exceptional.  He is a wonderfully engaging 

person with an unparalleled wit and sense of humor.  He has not lost sight of what is really 
important in life as shown by his dedication to his family, church, community, and friends.  And Jim 
has many interests outside of the courtroom that keep him grounded.   

 
I have no hesitation in recommending that you forward Jim’s name to the governor to fill the 

vacancy on the Montana Supreme Court.  The people of Montana will only continue to benefit with 
Jim’s appointment to the Court.      

   
     

Sincerely, 
        /s/ Lori Harper Suek  
        Lori Harper Suek 



1

Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2014 4:40 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supeme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Dave Skinner [mailto:daskinner@centurytel.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 16, 2014 6:15 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Judicial Appointees Public Comment 

16 Mar 2013 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

lmenzies@mt.gov

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Commission: 

As a citizen of Montana, I wish to make comments on several of the applicants for the Supreme Court vacancy 
left by Justice Brian Morris’ appointment to the federal bench. Now, I’m not an attorney, and, like most humble 
Montana peasants, hope to end my days never seeing the front side of the courtroom railing.   
First off, it is very clear to me that very few Montanans have chosen to participate in the process. While the 
process is commendably very public, there seems little to no interest from the public. There are few if any 
comments from average Montanans, mostly letters of endorsement from friends, past clients and professional 
associates of the applicants. That’s a shame, a clear indication of how Supreme Court affairs are an “inside 
game” for those with inside knowledge only. It also may be that quite a number of Montanans DO know some 
of the applicants, but feel they are wasting their time participating. 
Why would Montanans feel so? It is a sad fact that the popular electoral selection of statewide Montana 
Supreme Court justices is dysfunctional. 
The financing of various judicial races almost always breaks down along factional lines, with the trial lawyers’ 
plaintiff bar paying the most into the betting pool, basically because they have the most to win or lose by the 
election of a sympathetic judge. 
Regular Montanans only rarely bet on these elections, because they often have no direct stake, no direct interest. 
The result of underfunded, under-noticed campaigns is that voters know almost nothing about the candidates 
before them, and the usually narrow election margins hint at nearly-random patterns of voting. 
The only exceptions are when the Supreme Court candidate held partisan political office at some point and has 
name recognition – Chief Justice McGrath being a classic case in point. 

I am not writing to endorse anyone, but rather to express my opposition to several applicants who seem to have 
an activist approach which they’ll likely bring to the Supreme Court if appointed. 

Elizabeth (Beth) Ann Brennan: I oppose Ms. Brennan. She has been a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Clark Fork Coalition, an environmental group. 
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While in law school, she collaborated with radical, peripatetic environmentalist lawyer Jack Tuholske on a law 
review article covering the National Forest Management Act. Mr. Tuholske, of course, moonlights as a law 
school professor who teaches young earth muffins how to sue the Feds and stop stuff. 
But most objectionable is Ms. Brennan’s membership in Public Justice, formerly Trial Lawyers for Public 
Justice. TPLJ was founded by that great centrist Ralph Nader in the early 1980’s as a means of bringing forth 
“high-impact, cutting edge litigation” and to “build a record of precedent-setting litigation for the public good” 
including lawsuits attempting to hold firearms makers liable for end-user abuse. 
Another TPLJ alumnus of note from Montana happens to be Senior Judge Donald W. Molloy. He was pursuing 
a very “innovative” work-comp case for TPLJ when appointed to the federal bench – where, as the Lincoln 
County commission put it in 2011: “Molloy’s career […] has been a social and economic disaster for Montana 
rural communities in general, and Lincoln County in particular.” Picking another Naderite for any court in 
Montana would be bad form – leave that up to Montanans in the next Supreme Court election, which Ms. 
Brennan has shown interest in for some time. 

Amy Poehling Eddy: While Ms. Eddy certainly seems to collect the kudos from her fellow trial lawyers, and 
enjoys a seat on the Board of Governors of ATLA (now renamed the American Association of Justice), the fact 
remains she was attorney of record for the Barhaugh “public trust” case. I would not say that is something to 
brag about.
In short, Ms. Eddy fronted a forum-shopping expedition for a silly “childrens’ campaign” (actually run by 
Mom), and not content to wait for a district court case and appeal, went straight to the top with a bid for an 
immediate ruling by the Montana Supreme Court. 
The end game was to completely bypass the Montana legislative process and force the state to implement 
programs to prevent global warming, regardless of economic impacts, regardless of the scientific merit of 
climate change and its root causes.  
This was an incredible overreach, the worst sort of litigational activism, and was shot down, I believe 
unanimously, by the Montana Supreme Court. That she would have the temerity to seek appointment after such 
a slap-down only underscores her activist zeal. A bad fit, period. 

Ed Sheehy: I voted against Mr. Sheehy last time around and wish he would get the message.  I understand his 
father was a Supreme Court justice and Ed wants to follow. I can even understand that someone has to defend 
whacko killers, who do deserve a fair trial under strictest evidentiary standards. 
But Mr. Sheehy is clearly a man who believes the death penalty is inherently unjust, that the worst, most 
irredeemable animals do not deserve to be “put down” for the most heinous of crimes, even when their guilt is 
absolutely not in doubt.
Counselor Sheehy’s defense of the Kalispell Christmas killer, Tyler Miller, scoring Miller two life raps instead 
of the death penalty, as well as his years trying to keep Canadian guest killer Ronald Allen Smith alive, for 
possible repatriation to Canada after slaughtering Harvey Mad Man and Thomas Running Rabbit in cold blood 
for their grandma’s car, force me to conclude that Mr. Sheehy has a warped sense of justice. He is therefore a 
bad fit for the Supreme Court, or any judgeship, anywhere. 

As for the rest of the slate, I did note that almost without exception, these are Democratic political contributors 
who also have donated money to Supreme Court races – more of that inside baseball by the legal elite in this 
state, and not a surprise considering our Governor making the final decision here is, yep, a Democrat. 

If I had to recommend any applicant, I would say that James Shea, the work-comp judge, and David Ortley, 
judge from Kalispell, both deserve to be advanced to Governor Bullock for consideration. Their main 
qualification is that both have been on the bench for a while, and basically, not blown the walls off the 
courthouse with any crazy stuff during their tenures. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please choose wisely. 
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Dave Skinner 
Hydra Project 
Box 1486 
Whitefish, MT 59937 
406 756 0047 vm no fax 







March 17, 2014

To:
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59602-3005

From:
Elaine K. Spino
P. O. Box 1684
Helena, MT   59624

Re:  James Jeremiah Shea, Candidate for Supreme Court Justice

Dear Commission Members:
Please consider this as an endorsement of James Jeremiah Shea for the vacant seat on the 

Montana Supreme Court.  For those of you on the commission charged with the task of evaluating 
candidates considering the objective accomplishments, experience, and academic achievements of an 
applicant is a task in itself.  Even harder, is to get a picture of a candidate's inner personal qualities that 
might enhance or diminish the reputation of the Court through their appointment.

The James 'Jim' Shea that I know from his participation in our community theater and from a 
friendship extending back 8 years since he and his family moved to Helena from Missoula is a funny, 
enthusiastic, even-tempered, and dependable person.  We all know people who behave in ways 
inconsistent with their 'day jobs'. We might wonder, how did this person become a policeman, doctor, 
or whatever.  A professional who tells a racist joke or makes a leering gesture or lets slip a derogatory 
comment or demonstrate selfishness or narcissism makes us wonder about their capacity to hold a 
position of trust.  At social gatherings Jim is gregarious and entertaining without mean-spirited 
disparagement of others; I have never seen him display worrisome anger or frustration.  I have never 
witnessed any behavior or heard any comment from Jim that would suggest that he is anything but a 
fair, honorable and respectful person towards everyone. 

Jim is a gentle man of character to be respected.  Working together on theatre productions and 
community projects that require preparation, patience, and consideration of others needs has led me to 
know Jim as someone who can always be counted on to be there, be prepared, and be 'on cue'. 

There is a Yiddish word for a good and honorable man—a mensch. Jim Shea is a mensch.

Sincerely,

____________________________________

Elaine K. Spino
ekspino@gmail.com









March 16, 2014 

Judicial Nominations Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 03005  
Helena, Montana 59620 

Re: Judge James J. Shea 

Dear Commission Members: 

I am pleased to write this letter of support for Judge Shea for the Supreme Court 
vacancy. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to comment on his behalf. 

I have known Jim for seventeen years and have the honor of calling him a close, 
personal friend. There are many reasons why Jim is the right choice for this Supreme 
Court vacancy: 

Integrity and Fairness. The first and foremost characteristic about Jim is his integrity. 
Jim is a remarkable father, husband, son, brother, friend, judge, and human being. It 
has been said the measure of a man is what he does when nobody is watching. Jim and 
I have had many long talks about everything imaginable, and I can confidently say there 
is nothing counterfeit about him. The authenticity you see in public is the same as when 
he is at home. Integrity is vitally important for serving on the Supreme Court, and Jim’s 
fairness will guide his every decision. He will undoubtedly conduct his judgeship seeking 
the legally correct result, irrespective of personal feelings. 

Experience. Jim has over eight years of experience being the judge at the Montana 
Workers’ Compensation Court and has presided over 200 trials. During this time, he has 
continually impressed people with both his competency and the dignity with which he 
treats his attorneys, witnesses, clients, and staff. The re-appointment to a second six-
year term demonstrates the effectiveness of Jim at this position. 

Courage and Ethics. Jim has been raised to hold a strong regard for ethics, which in 
turn has served as the bedrock upon which he has built his life. It is with this foundation 
that he holds true to the correct decision despite extraneous pressures to sway to 
personal agendas. This characteristic is vital for the Supreme Court vacancy. 

Humility. Jim has the gift of being able to put his ego aside and treat everyone with 
dignity and justice. While Jim takes great pride in his work, family, and life, he is the last 
person to talk about himself or his accomplishments. His humor and sharp wit are often 
self-deprecating as he is conscious not to offend others. This humility and compassion 
are what drive him to help others and conduct public service. 



Intelligence. In my line of business as a long-time researcher at the university and 
national lab level, I have had the fortune to work with the world’s brightest people. Jim 
easily ranks among the best with which I have worked. Furthermore, I can confidently 
say it is rare to find someone of Jim’s intellect to also have the high interpersonal skills 
necessary for the Supreme Court position. 

Common sense. Jim has a high degree of common sense, which is not always the 
case with highly intelligent people. His common sense is constantly on display with his 
keen and humorous insights, and is evident when you view the body of his professional 
and personal works. 

Passion. Jim has a strong passion for civic duty, public involvement, and social justice. 
This passion is unmistakable when you talk to him. His impressive career is due to 
competency coupled with a high work ethic that is derived from his passion to serve. 
Simply said, good things happened to good, hard-working people. 

I ask that you recommend Judge Shea to Governor Bullock to fill the Supreme Court 
vacancy. Thank you for your service on this commission. 

Sincerely, 

David W. Opitz, Ph.D. 

Retired Professor of Computer Science; University of Montana 
Retired President and Founder, Visual Learning Systems (sold to Textron, Inc.) 



James M. Regnier 
Mediation Services 

                                                                          P.O. Box 299 
Lakeside, MT 59922 

 
Telephone: (406) 459-3318 

 
 
 
 

March 18, 2014 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re: Jim Shea 
 
Dear Commission Members; 
 
I write on behalf of Jim Shea’s application for appointment to the Montana Supreme Court. 
 
I have known Jim to be a hard-working attorney and competent Workers’ Compensation 
Judge.  Jim enjoys an excellent reputation in the Montana legal community.  His decisions 
reflect the qualities of impartiality and fairness, two of the most important characteristics 
of a successful judge.  Jim has also exhibited a proven ability to write opinions clearly and 
concisely. 
 
I enthusiastically recommend that Jim’s name be included in the list of finalists submitted 
to the Governor. 
 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
 
      James M. Regnier 



  
March 18, 2014 
  
Judicial Nominations Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
  
Via email: lmenzies@mt.gov 
  

Re: Nomination of Judge James Jeremiah Shea to the Montana Supreme Court 
  
Dear Judicial Nominations Commission: 
  

It is with great pleasure that I write to recommend the appointment of my dear friend and 
former colleague, Judge James Jeremiah Shea, to the Montana Supreme Court.  

 
Upon graduating from the University of Montana School of Law in 1998, I went into 

practice with then, solo practitioner David Paoli. I met Jim Shea when his firm leased space right 
next door to my office. As a very young and inexperienced lawyer in a small firm, I was 
extremely fortunate to be in such close proximity to a kind and thoughtful mentor. Jim, always 
generous of his time, helped me navigate the law, hone my writing skills, and guide me through 
some of the challenges of litigating cases. I later benefited from Jim’s experience and guidance 
in his role as a partner in the firm Paoli & Shea, P.C., where I was an associate attorney. 
 

When Jim decided to put his name in to be considered for the open Montana Workers’ 
Compensation Judge position in 2005, I was saddened by the imminent loss of a mentor and 
friend, but certain that he was the best candidate and proud to support his candidacy. Jim 
possessed all of the attributes we, as a community, value in a judge presiding over matters having 
a profound impact on injured Montana workers and their employers. I knew that Jim would bring 
his compassion, intellect, and dedication to the bench. In his tenure as the Montana Workers’ 
Compensation Judge, Judge Shea has demonstrated to the Montana judiciary, State Bar and 
citizens that he approaches the bench prepared, fairly decides the cases before him, and issues 
well-reasoned opinions withstanding scrutiny from the court above.  

 
 I am hopeful that you will offer Judge Shea the opportunity to continue his public service 

to the state as a justice on the Montana Supreme Court. Judge Shea is uniquely qualified to serve 
on Montana’s highest court. He will bring to the bench the perspective of a practicing lawyer, 
drawing upon his diverse knowledge of civil and criminal law and his mastery of Montana’s 
Rules of Procedure and Evidence. He will also bring his valuable experience as a judge, an 
experience that none of the other candidates possesses despite their many other qualifications. 
Judge Shea has demonstrated his ability to manage a courtroom and docket, fairly act a neutral 
arbitrator, and analyze the law as applied to the facts before him resulting clear, thoughtful, and 
intellectually sound opinions.  Finally, Judge Shea brings his deep ties and strong commitment to  
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* Inactive attorney member of the Montana State Bar, currently licensed to practice in the District of Columbia. 
 

 
the state of Montana and its values, which will undoubtedly continue to be reflected in his work 
on the bench.    
 

Thank you for your work on the Judicial Nominations Commission and considering my 
request that you forward Judge Shea’s name to Governor Bullock to serve as a Montana 
Supreme Court Justice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Latino* 
9232 Annhurst St. 
Fairfax, VA 22031 
(406) 370-3430 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 6:41 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

______________________________________
From: Trish Opitz [dpopitz@bresnan.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 2:12 PM
To: Menzies, Lois
Subject: Nomination of Judge James Shea

March 17, 2014
Judicial Nominations Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 03005
Helena, Montana 59620

Re: Judge James J. Shea

Dear Commission Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to write this letter of support for Judge Shea for the Supreme Court vacancy. I have
known Jim and his family closely for seventeen years, and although I don&#146;t feel qualified to comment on his
professional work, I am writing this to vouch for his character.

I have watched as Jim and Kathy have raised two amazing young women. When they were young our children spent a
great deal of time together, often with Jim.
To this day he is one of their favorite people. I have never seen him lose his temper or get angry with anyone.

Jim has the perfect combination of character and intelligence to be an outstanding Supreme Court Justice. He treats
others with humility and respect and does not think of himself as better than anyone. I believe Jim will handle every
case presented to him fairly and with no hidden agenda of his own.

Community involvement is important to Jim, whether he is serving food at a local homeless shelter or improving the
lives of children with his involvement in local theater.

I feel you should recommend Judge Shea to Governor Bullock to fill the Supreme Court vacancy.

Sincerely,

Patricia B. Opitz
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 6:40 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Monica Paoli [mailto:monicaconradpaoli@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:09 PM 
To: McLaughlin, Beth 
Subject: Letter in Support of Jim Shea - MT Supreme Court 

Dear Judicial Nominating Commission Members:   

After spending two terms on the Judicial Nominating Commission myself, I have great empathy for the task you 
face in narrowing the field of applicants for the Governor's consideration.  Although there are many capable and 
talented applicants, I believe Jim Shea is best suited for this appointment. 

Because I am not a lawyer, I will not attempt to comment on Jim's legal skills.  It appears from the letters 
lawyers have submitted, Jim is more than qualified for the position from that standpoint.    

In my view, Jim is prepared for the Supreme Court in an another important way - he made the decision to run 
for the court months ago and took all the appropriate steps to build a campaign organization that can run a 
successful statewide campaign.  He is prepared to do this job if he's appointed, and more importantly, he has 
already proven he's committed to pursuing this position through the election process. 

One of the things I most admire about Jim is his ability to analyze and consider all aspects of an argument.   As 
we've talked about world issues during the 15 years I've known him, I find he always thinks deeply and 
carefully.   He is one of the most honorable and decent people I know, which is evidenced most clearly in the 
kind of father and husband he is. 

I appreciate your work on the Commission.  I wish you best of luck with this process.  Thank you for your 
consideration of Jim Shea for the Montana Supreme Court. 

Warm Regards, 

Monica Paoli 
106 East Crestline Drive 
Missoula, MT  59803 
406-721-4307





PPatrick E. Duffy 

1515 Dickinson Street 

Missoula, MT   59802 

 

March 18, 2014 

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Ms. Menzies:

 Please accept this letter of recommendation in support of James Shea’s application to fill the 
current vacancy on the Montana Supreme Court.  I am an attorney in good standing with the State Bar 
of Montana, and the retired Clerk of Court for the United States District Court for the District of 
Montana, having served in that capacity from 2001-2012. 

 

 I have known Jim in a personal capacity for fifteen years.  I have decided to offer this 
recommendation not only because he is a friend I know well, but also because in my capacity as Clerk of 
Court I dealt with many federal judges from this district and others and had the opportunity to observe 
them on and off the bench.  Through those interactions, I believe I have a good view of which personal 
attributes and qualities of character make a good judge.  Jim possesses the ones most key in that regard. 

 

 Integrity is the keystone of the judicial system, and a good judge must strive toward the highest 
standards of integrity in his/her personal and professional lives.  There is no question in my mind that 
Jim Shea possesses that highest standard, and his steadfast demonstration of that integrity commands 
my trust, confidence and respect.   He has an independent mind and an enviable supply of moral 
courage.  He takes his responsibilities as a citizen, attorney and judge seriously and would have no 
problems setting aside any personal beliefs, personalities or any partisan or political influences in 
deciding a case.  In my conversations with Jim over the years, I have seen his humanity and humility – 
two personal characteristics necessary for a judge to understand the viewpoints and concerns of the 
parties to a case.  Moreover, he is patient, open-minded and courteous.  The best judges I have 
observed had these traits in spades – and the worst ones sorely lacked them. 

 

 Of course, a high level of understanding of principles of law and the ability to carefully find facts 
are essential for a good judge.   While I have never dealt with Jim in a professional matter in his career 



as an attorney or as the current Workman’s Compensation Judge for Montana, I have read all of the 
letters of recommendation from the practitioners who have done so, and am not at all surprised that 
each speaks so highly of his sound knowledge and judicial temperament.  I believe that is made possible 
because, in addition to the characteristics I have already mentioned, Jim combines a curious mind with 
outstanding intellectual and analytical ability. 

 

 Finally, Jim shares my love of the law and love for Montana.  With him as a Justice of our 
Supreme Court, I am confident both would be in the most capable hands.  With no reservation 
whatsoever, I recommend him to your commission.  

 

Very truly yours, 

/s/  Patrick E. Duffy 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 2:05 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

___________________________________
From: Galen Hollenbaugh [galen@hollenbaugh.org]
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:55 PM
To: Menzies, Lois
Subject: Judicial nominations

Lois,

I would like to add my name to the list of people recommending Judge Jim Shea to the Nomination Commission.

As a 4 term legislator representing Helena, I have come to know Judge Shea as a hard working and fair Workers Comp
Judge. Jim has proven his ability as an impartial Judge by being successfully confirmed by the State Senate twice, a feat
that is not easy given the highly partisan nature of the Legislature.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my recommendation, and I encourage the Commission to include Judge Jim
Shea in their nomination list to Governor Bullock.

Representative Galen Hollenbaugh
HD 81 Helena

Sent from my iPad
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 1:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Tom Murphy [Tom@murphylawoffice.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:26 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Three Strong Candidates for the Montana Supreme Court 

Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator

          Please add this to the comments solicited about the candidates for Montana Supreme Court 
Justice.  I think it is very important to have experienced trial lawyers on the Court. At this time, I 
submit that you have three great candidates.  Therefore, I ask the committee to strongly consider the 
following applicants: Amy Eddy, Judge Shea, and Erik Thueson. I know each of these candidates 
very well. Each would be an excellent Montana Supreme Court Justice. I know that your time is 
limited in reviewing these public comments, so please do not mistake my brevity.  Please consider 
these candidates carefully.  Thank you. 

Thomas J. Murphy
Murphy Law Firm 
Great Falls, Montana
(406) 452-2345
tom@murphylawoffice.net

Moreover, because the employer stands to benefit and profit from 
its employment of labor, and further is in the best position to avoid 
the risk of loss, the courts have uniformly recognized the impropriety 
of foisting on society the costs of a "broken body" and "diminished 
income" created by industry.
Mobile Elevator Co. v. White (Fla.1949).

This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521, and is 
legally privileged.  Unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is strictly prohibited.  If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender at 406-452-2345 or reply e-mail, and destroy the 
original and all copies of the message.  All rights, including copyright, reserved.



3

Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 1:46 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: mccarthybtt@aol.com [mccarthybtt@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 9:01 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Letter of Support for Jim Shea 

Judicial Nomination Committee 
c/o Lois Menzies 

Re:  Letter of Support for Jim Shea 

To Whom This May Concern: 

I would like to endorse Jim Shea in his effort to fill the vacant Montana Supreme Court seat. 

I have known Jim for over thirty years.  Jim is a passionate, dedicated hard working man.  Jim is what I would refer to as a 
"regular guy".  Jim respects people for who they are and always has a kind word to say with a smile on his face.  Jim is a 
fair- minded, reasonable man. 

Jim, along with the other candidates, is clearly qualified to fill this vacancy on the Supreme Court.  What sets Jim 
aside are his personal qualities of fairness, integrity and most of all his ability to give all a fair shake.   

I have been a Police Officer in Butte for over 22 years and am currently the Chief of Detectives.  I have dealt with many 
types of people and have learned how to get a good read on people.  The read I have on Jim Shea is that of an honest, 
respectful, reasonable and passionate man. 

It is my humble opinion that Jim should be selected to fill the vacancy on the Montana Supreme Court. 

Sincerely, 

Jerome McCarthy 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:23 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Libbi Lovshin [libbi@bresnan.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 4:42 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Nomination support - Shea 

March 19, 2014

Via Email lmenzies@mt.gov
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Post Office Box 203005
Helena MT 59620

RE: Nomination of Judge James Shea for Montana Supreme Court Vacancy

Dear Members of the Commission,

I am writing to express my support for the appointment of Judge James Shea to the Montana Supreme Court.

Having served on a non profit board with Jim, I respect and appreciate his ability to thoughtfully consider decisions that
came before us. His experience as a Workers' Comp Judge and in the private sector make him uniquely qualified to
serve as a Montana Supreme Court Justice.

Montana would be well served by a Supreme Court Justice with Jim's character, intellect, and commitment to family and
community. I urge the commission to forward Judge Jim Shea's name to the Governor for consideration.

Sincerely,

Libbi Higgins Lovshin
846 S Hoback St
Helena, MT. 59601
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Arden Smith [deesmithiii@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 4:16 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Re: Judge Shea 

Dee Smith 
III

deesmithiii@gmail.com (406) 560-1379

Dear Judicial Nominating Commission,

I have known Jim Shea for many years. I have had the pleasure of working with him at Grandstreet Theatre as a 
fellow actor and as his director.  He is a caring, intelligent, and well liked member of the Grandstreet volunteer 
family.  When I have the opportunity to work with Jim I am always excited and relived.  Jim Shea's work ethic 
is unparalleled and I can always rely on his preparedness.  Aside from his consistency and work ethic, Jim Shea 
always brings a positive energy to his projects that bolsters the energy and work ethic of those around him.   
Aside from Jim Shea's work in the theatre I also have knowledge of his history.  When I found out that Jim is a 
judge I shared with him that my mother had worked in Pocatello, ID for Judge Peter McDermott.  This 
illustrated how small the world can be.  Jim Shea, as a lawyer, had tried cases in front of Judge McDermott.  I, 
of course, had to share this with my mother and Judge McDermott.  They both remembered him.  Thought it 
had many years since he had tried anything in Pocatello, his reputation as a prepared and intelligent lawyer had 
made a lasting impression.  Judge McDermott and my mother both mentioned that Jim Shea was their favorite 
lawyer when they had cases of that nature in the court.  
Throughout Jim Shea's life he has carried himself with fairness, integrity, and intelligence. Jim Shea is exactly 
the kind of person I want in the Montana Supreme Court. The honor, compassion, and fairness that he 
approaches everything in life with will be perfect for the Montana Supreme Court. I would be proud and 
relieved to know that a man of Jim's integrity is on the bench protecting and interpreting the law, insuring that 
the law is being fairly applied.  
Please allow Jim Shea to continue is meaningful and fair minded career, he will make me, the state of Montana, 
and you proud.

Sincerely

Dee Smith III
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:33 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Jason Holden [jholden@faureholden.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 3:33 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Comment in support of James Jeremiah Shea 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

My name is Jason T. Holden.  I am a 2001 graduate of the University of Montana School of Law and 
a 1998 graduate of the University of Montana.  I grew up in Havre and have practiced law in Great 
Falls for nearly fifteen (15) years.  I write in support of the James J. Shea (Jim) and his application for 
appointment to the Montana Supreme Court.

I have come to know Jim over the years as a compassionate and fair lawyer and judge.  He is neither 
easily swayed by, nor boldly resistant to, the arguments placed before him.  He appreciates advocacy 
and understands the reality of representing clients.  He is a protector of Montana values and I believe 
he will uphold the principles of our Constitution.  I believe he would make a remarkable Justice.

Jason Trinity Holden
Faure Holden Attorneys at Law, P.C.
P.O. Box 2466
1314 Central Avenue
Great Falls, Montana   59403-2466
406.452.6500  Phone
406.452.6507 Direct Line 
406.452.6503  Fax
jholden@faureholden.com

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
dissemination, distribution or forwarding of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this communication 
in error, please notify us immediately and delete this message from any device/media where it is stored. Thank you.
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:45 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: mthonzel [mthonzel@bresnan.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 12:45 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: recommendation for Jim Shea 

To Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:  
The following is submitted in support Jim Shea's application to be appointed Justice of the Montana Supreme 
Court.
Because Jim did not practice law in Helena while I was serving as District Judge, I am not able to comment on 
his legal ability other than to note that he has earned the respect of attorneys I know who have appeared before 
him in the Workers Compensation Court. However, I can comment on his character which I find to be 
exemplary.  
For the past year and a half Jim and I have served together on a hospital ministry team at Our Lady of the 
Valley Parish. Jim is a kind, caring and considerate person who is always willing to do whatever is necessary to 
carry out our duties. 
Based on my experience with Jim and his reputation as the Workers Compensation Court Judge, I am confident 
that he has the necessary judicial temperament and integrity to be a good supreme court justice and that he 
would base his decisions on the facts and the law. 
I am pleased to recommend him for this position. 

Very truly yours, 
Thomas C. Honzel 
District Court Judge, retired 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:44 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

____________________________________
From: Francis Marceau [fgmarceau@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 12:49 PM
To: Menzies, Lois
Subject: Supreme Court Nomination

March 19, 2014

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies Office of Court Administration P O Box 203005 Helena, MT 59620 3005

Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission

I am writing to urge you to recommend Jim Shea for appointment to the Montana Supreme Court.

I have known Jim both personally and professional for nearly 25 years.
In everything he does he is fair. Jim's ethics are unquestionable.
Whatever the issue Jim takes it on with determination and dedication to see it through to a satisfactory conclusion.

I feel the appointment of Jim Shea to the Montana Supreme Court would be a real asset to the citizens of Montana.

Thank you for considering my request.

Francis Marceau
PO Box 8115
Bigfork,MT 59911
hone 406 2500757
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:43 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Kevin Brown [mailto:kevin@paolibrown.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 12:03 PM
To: 'Email lmenzies@mt.gov'
Subject: RE: Nomination of Judge James Shea for Montana Supreme Court Vacancy

Dear Members of the Commission:
I am honored to comment on behalf of the honorable Judge James J. Shea as a nominee for the
open Supreme Court Justice position. I urge you to appoint Mr. Shea to the Supreme Court vacancy. He has the
experience, integrity, and temperament for the position. He is a proven jurist. As Montana’s only Worker’s
Compensation Judge, he has established a proven track record of dedication, hard work, and keen intellect. He will
make a find addition to our Court. On behalf of myself and my firm, we strongly encourage you to appoint him to the
vacant position.

Kevin S. Brown, Esq.
Paoli and Brown, P.C.
116 West Callender Street
Livingston, MT 59047
Tel: 406/222 4420
Fax: 406/222 1032

kevin@paolibrown.com

THIS EMAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED FOR THE NAMED RECIPIENT(S) ABOVE. IT MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED OR THAT CONSTITUTES ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS EMAIL OR ANY
ATTACHMENT(S) IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER BY
REPLYING TO THIS EMAIL AND THEN DELETE THE MESSAGE AND ANY ATTACHMENT(S) FROM YOUR SYSTEM. THANK
YOU.
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Tony A. Schoonen [tony@boone-crockett.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 1:15 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: James Jeremiah Shea 

Dear Judicial Nomination Members:

I would appreciate your nomination of James Jeremiah Shea for the vacancy on the Montana Supreme Court. As a native
of Butte, Montana, I grew up with James and found him to be a fine, upstanding and very honest gentlemen.

Even after our paths parted when I moved to Missoula, we have always had a similar interest in outdoor recreation.
Montana’s wildlife and wild places are one of our state’s most valuable treasures. These lands have been in increasing
demand by those who would lock the public out and decrease outdoor recreation opportunities.

It is critical that we protect our sacred outdoor heritage here in Montana. James will uphold and honor the values of
every citizen of our great state.

Thank you for your consideration

Tony A. Schoonen
Missoula, Montana











Anthony Newville Investigation
8316 N Lombard #332

Portland Oregon
97203

(503) 539-7171

To whom it may concern;
This letter is to show my support for Jim Shea as a candidate for 
appointment to the Supreme Court of the state of Montana. All though Jim 
and I grew up eighty miles apart, he lived in Butte and I lived in Bozeman, 
we did not meet until 1993 in Portland Oregon when Jim came to work at 
Metropolitan public defender’s office where I was employed as an 
investigator. From Jim’s first day at work one thing was obvious, he held a 
strong belief in the ideal of justice for everyone, black, white, young, old, it 
didn’t matter to Jim, all deserved the best representation he could provide.
Jim was an incredibly hard worker; I think he spent every weekend at the 
office getting ready for trials; his dedication to his clients was an example to 
other Attorneys at the office. 

After working with Jim a while another of his traits that I came to admire 
was how he treated everyone with such respect, Investigators, legal 
assistance, secretary’s, court clerks, jail guards, everybody was treated with 
kindness and respect by Jim, to me, this is the most important trait a truly 
great Attorney can have. Having worked with many Attorneys and many 
egos for twenty five years I can say with a high degree of certainty that those 
like Jim that show respect for everyone are the attorneys most committed 
people and that in my opinion is what a Supreme Court Justice should be, 
committed to people.

As a displaced Montanan who hopes to return when I retire, I cannot think of 
anybody who would up hold the values of the people of Montana better than 
Jim Shea.

Anthony Newville
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2014 7:30 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: nancy zadick [nancyzadick@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 2:59 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Cc: Lane Larson; Mona Charles; Patrick Kelly; Patrick Kelly; Ryan Rusche; Ryan Rusche; Shirley Ball; Simonton, Richard 
Subject: Re: Out of Office

Greetings,
I received a visit today from local attorneys Mike George and Charlie Lucero.  They wanted to voice their 
support for these supreme court candidates:  Amy Eddy, Jim Shea, Erik Thueson.   

Thank you. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2014 7:27 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Eric Beyer [ericbeyer1@msn.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 11:58 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Jim Shea Nomination 

Dear Judicial Nominating Committee, 

I am writing in support of Jim Shea's application for appointment to the Supreme Court.  I am a Montana 
business owner.  I own pharmacies in Missoula, Libby, Philipsburg, and Frenchtown.  As a small business 
owner and someone committed to rural healthcare, it is important to me to have a qualified and fair Justice on 
the Montana Supreme Court.    

I have known Jim Shea for about 10 years.  Jim has years of experience as a lawyer and a judge.   Just as 
important though, he is a fair and decent person whom I would trust to competently handle business and 
healthcare matters that might come before the court. Please forward Jim's name for appointment to the court. 

Sincerely,

Eric Beyer
Owner/Pharmacist

Granite Pharmacy
P:  406-926-2940
F:  406-926-2944
www.granitepharmacy.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Kyle Shea [kyle.shea84@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 12:12 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Nomination of Judge James J. Shea to MT Supreme Court

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission Members,  

        I am writing this letter in support of the Nomination of Judge James Jeremiah Shea to the Montana 
Supreme Court.  I do this not only as a Montana citizen, but as a United States Marine Corps officer and 
helicopter pilot whose duties have allowed me to live in numerous other states.  This has allowed me to witness 
partisan politics destroy any notion of cooperation and progress which only reinforces the example Montanans 
set year after year.  We know and understand the responsibilities we have to each other as citizens of this great 
state.  This responsibility is to make the right decisions in order for the outcomes to benefit all Montana 
citizens.  We do this better than any other state in the country.

       As part of the Judicial Nomination Commission, a large part of that responsibility is now falling to 
you.  The citizens of Montana have entrusted you to find the right person to fill the vacancy on our state 
Supreme Court.  This is no easy task as I am sure there are many people who would be a "good" fit for this 
position.  I challenge you, however, to find someone who would be a "great" fit for this position.  You need to 
look no further than Judge James J. Shea.  Our current Worker's Compensation Court Judge, twice unanimously 
confirmed, espouses the kind "nose to the grindstone" work ethic that Montanans and the state Supreme Court 
expect and, more importantly, deserve.  One look at his resume and you will know the breadth of his experience 
from his time as a public defender to his current position.  I don't need to champion his professional 
achievements though because they speak for themselves.  I am writing in order to give you a glimpse of the true 
character of the man behind that great resume. 

        I have had the privilege to know Judge Shea my entire life.  Our encounters, however, usually lack the 
formality one would expect to be rendered to someone in his position because I know him as "Uncle 
Jim".  As Judge Shea's nephew I have witnessed his unending humor, quick wit, his tireless devotion to faith, 
family and the law.  These traits have formed the foundation of his character.  As a Marine Officer, one of the 
leadership traits that we strive for is to know oneself and seek self-improvement.  This important trait does not 
have to be applied only to the military.  Jim has demonstrated this impeccably by setting the example through 
his actions and not just his words. He is a lifelong student of the law because it is his passion and he knows that 
continuing to learn and improve only increases his credibility as a great judge.  He has taught this lesson to his 
daughters, as well as, his numerous nieces and nephews, myself included.  Professional excellence is just one 
piece of the equation.  The other piece relates to his personal development.  My uncle Jim is devout in his faith 
and in the last few years has turned his sights onto constantly improving his personal health and well-
being.  Watching his transformation and the effect it has had on him and his family was truly a sight to see.  He 
is an inspiration, a humble leader and consummate professional. 
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        In closing I can only reiterate what I have said before.  Montana has the opportunity to once again be the 
example that the rest of this country needs to look up to.  We need to continue that trend by nominating 
someone to our Supreme Court that can set that example.  Judge James Jeremiah Shea is that person.  He has 
the credibility to back up his decisions, the devotion to due process and the rule of law, and the utmost respect 
from his friends, family, colleagues and those who have appeared before him in court.  Thank you for your time 
and consideration of my support for Judge Shea. 

Regards,

Captain Kyle P. Shea 

United States Marine Corps. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:50 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Phil Bartruff [phil.bartruff@ihg.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 8:10 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Supreme Court Vacancy 

Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies
Helena, MT 59620

RE: Nomination of Judge James Shea for Montana Supreme Court Vacancy  

Dear Members of the Commission;  

I am writing this email in support of the appointment of James Shea to the vacancy on the Montana Supreme 
Court. Although I do not have a professional relationship with Judge Shea, I do have a personal relationship 
with Jim, and I am proud to call him my friend.  

As a lawyer and a judge, Judge Shea's record speaks for itself. As a family man, the father of two unbelieveable 
daughters and the husband of Helena's finest family counselor, Jim shows his commitment to high standards. 
Jim supports the community as a memeber of the Board for Grandstreet Theatre, Helena's community theatre, 
involvement in his church and with Helena's eduction system. Above all, Jim displays a compassion for people. 
Isn't that really the most imporatant attribute a judge can possess?  

I have known Jim for nearly 10 years, and in that time he consistently shows his extraordinary character through 
his integrity, respect of others, trustworthiness, sense of fairness and right, an unmatched sense of humor and a 
quick wit. He constantly strives to improve himself mentally and physically. Did I mention he runs marathons? 
His background and experience has brought him to this moment. Please confirm his appointment to support the 
continued improvement of Montana and it's communities. 

Thank you for considering Judge Shea for this very important position. 
Most Sincerely, 

Phil Bartruff

--
Phil Bartruff | Senior Training Consultant
Hotel Operations Training Team
IHG | Three Ravinia Drive, Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30346 
Cell: 406-600-4987 |fax: 406-449-0306 |phil.bartruff@ihg.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:49 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Betsy Palmer [palmer2217@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 8:40 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: James Jeremiah Shea 

We are writing this letter for Jim Shea as nominee for Supreme Court Justice.  This letter is from a personal 
perspective.  We have known Jim his whole life and feel he is definitely the man for the job. He is extremely 
personable, highly intelligent and an honest and fair person.  His ability to laugh at himself and his 
understanding of human nature are just examples of his righteousness.  We feel he is the right and only choice 
for the appointment of Supreme Court Justice. 

Thank you, 

Dave & Betsy Palmer 
2217 N Main Street 
Walkerville, MT  59701
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 10:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Supreme Court -- Shea Public Comment

From: Kendall Van Dyk [kendallvandyk@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 9:29 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: James Shea 

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee-- 

Please accept the following comments regarding the vacancy to the Montana Supreme Court Justice position.

Jim Shea enjoys a strong reputation among community members and within the legal community on a statewide 
basis. He is twice appointed and confirmed by the Montana State Legislature to serve in his current position as 
Montana's Workers Compensation Judge, a position for which I supported him. 

His experience, proven dedication to public service and solid record of understanding the Constitution of the 
State of Montana shines above all other candidates. Hence, I am proud to endorse Jim Shea for appointment to 
serve on the Supreme Court of the State of Montana. 

Best Regards, 

--
Senator Kendall Van Dyk 
PO Box 441 
Billings, MT 59103 
406.690.1728















Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

Lois Menzies:

Good morning Lois, the JW & Lori Westman family from Park City, MT wish to have our comments 
regarding the Montana Supreme Court considered.  

The Westman family is a blue collar family living in small town Montana.  We have two children with one 
still attending Park City High School, we are big believers in public education and being involved with our 
public school and community.  We are believers in anything regarding the public trust whether it be our 
publicly owned state and federal lands, our public school systems and our judicial system.

After reviewing the qualifications and backgrounds of the individuals interested in the opening on our 
Montana Supreme Court seat we have come up with a list of three applicants we feel would most parallel 
our beliefs and expectations.

Elizabeth Ann Brennan

Amy Poehling Eddy

James Jeremiah Shea

We appreciate the ability to comment on this issue and the importance of the process of public 
involvement we hold dear.

JW & Lori Westman

PO Box 203

Park City, MT  59063






